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This book is devoted to one of the most complicated and urgent problems of modern social science – the relationship between ethnicity and the state. Nine European countries of different ethnic composition are selected for comparative analysis. The range of matters elucidated in the book is very wide. 


Marina Martynova explores the role of ethnic factors in the Yugoslav model of federalism as well as the relations between the subject-members of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in the period of transition. Margarita Kashuba analyses ethnic prospects of the sovereign republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the formative history of formation of its population. Irina Ostroukh reviews social changes in the Federal Republic of Germany in connection with the realization of the program of building the ‘state of prosperity’. Olga Gantskaya describes some ethnic aspects of the state policy in Poland. Natalia Shlygina offers her view on the history of formation of the two state languages in Finland. Natalia Gratsianskaya thoroughly studies the situation with ethnic minorities in the Slovak Republic. 


A number of articles are devoted to the life of dwellers of historic regions marked with ethnic specifics. Vjacheslav Rudnev dwells on the recent changes in the status of Scotland. Ethnic culture in the modern Breton society, continuing to exist in all its diversity, is explored in the article by Margarita Lyubart. The collisions between the official legal doctrine and the common law norms in Sardinia are described in the article by Oksana Fais. The Belorussian minority of the Polish-Belorussian borderland is portrayed by Regina Grigoryeva. The work by Roman Ignatyev is historiographic. It is devoted to the study of different approaches to the problem of correllation of political and ethnic frontiers. 
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